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CALIFORNIA BUDGET UPDATE

· Governor signs FY 12/13 “majority vote” budget and trailer bills on time.

· Funds for local public safety grants including the Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act (JJCPA), Juvenile Probation Camp Funds (JPCF), Youthful Offender Block Grants (YOBG) and DJJ Re-entry grants are sustained at last-year levels under the continuing terms of public safety realignment.
· The Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) was not fully realigned as the Governor proposed in January. However, FY12/13 budget trailer bills include provisions to control DJJ population and cost including cuts in administrative positions, a ban on time-adds, lowering the top age of DJJ jurisdiction from 25 to 23 and setting a target date of January 2013 for terminating all state DJJ parole operations.

· The 2011 requirement that counties pay the state for DJJ commitments at the rate of $125,000 per ward/per year was scratched in favor of a lower county fee for all DJJ commitments, in the amount of $ 24,000 per ward/per year.


California lawmakers and the Governor were able to agree in 2012 on a state budget that met the constitutional deadlines for adoption. As with last year, this budget passed by a majority vote and without much in the way of Republican support.  Budget trailer bills adopted in the last two weeks of June added further detail to the basic Budget Act.

This FY 12/13 state budget makes deeper cuts in a multiplicity of state-funded programs, going beyond the realignment shifts and program cuts initiated in 2011.  Programs in the areas of Medi-Cal, higher education, child care and trial court funding were particularly hard hit, as lawmakers sought to maintain levels for K-12 education funding.  Even as trimmed, this budget assumes that voters will approve a November tax initiative that would supply $6 billion in revenue. If the Governor’s tax measure should fail, trigger cuts would automatically go into effect with the biggest impact on education spending.

On the corrections and public safety side, this FY 12/13 budget reaffirms the realignment package adopted last year. A set aside of local sales tax and VLF dollars will continue to support the on-going costs of adult prison and juvenile justice realignment as well as local public safety grants for COPS and juvenile crime prevention programs. The budget results for juvenile justice are summarized below. 

Local public safety grants—JJCPA/ COPS, Juvenile Probation Camp Fund
These public safety grants are renewed for FY 12/13 at last year’s levels. They continue to be supported by a dedicated share of realignment funds (Vehicle License Fee source). The Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act (JJCPA) is slated to receive $107 million for FY 12-13, as paired with the same allocation for COPS (supplemental law enforcement services). The Juvenile Probation Camp Fund (JPCF) is scheduled for $151 million in probation services dollars, plus another $29 million to support county probation camps and ranches.

Youthful Offender Block Grant (SB 81- YOBG) and Youth Re-entry funds (AB 1628).
The funding that supports SB 81, the 2007 realignment of the state Division of Juvenile Justice to local control, is continued for FY 12/13 at the level of $93 million.  This Youthful 

Offender Block Grant (YOBG) is wrapped into realignment funding as well. According to the latest projections of the state Department of Finance, this amount will grow from its base year funding to $100 million in FY 13/14 and $110 million by FY 14/15. The realignment of DJJ parole launched in 2010 is also funded through the general realignment plan.  These funds are provided to counties on a reimbursement basis (at $15,000 per parolee per year) depending on the number of DJJ youth paroled to the county. For FY 12/13, a projected $5.5 million will be distributed to counties to cover DJJ parole realignment costs. This is projected by the Department of Finance to rise to $6.5 million by FY 14/15.

The DJJ trigger penalty adopted in 2011 is eliminated and replaced by a lower county fee

Last year, when the full realignment of DJJ to local control was pulled from the final FY 11/12 budget, lawmakers inserted a “trigger cut” provision that required counties to pay $125,000 per year for each ward sent to or already housed in DJJ.  This provision became effective when “trigger cuts” across multiple state agencies and programs were activated by the Department of Finance in January, based on failure to meet budget revenue targets.

CPOC, CSAC and other county representatives complained bitterly about the DJJ county charge, claiming it would chop funds needed to implement local DJJ realignment programs. District attorneys chimed in with the promise that if the charge went forward, hampering local juvenile justice program development, prosecutors would “direct file” more eligible cases in adult court. The upshot was that the Governor and the Legislature started to look for a way out of the DJJ fee, and they found it.  The FY 12/13 budget eliminates the $125,000 fee and substitutes a more palatable charge of $ 24,000 per ward / per year for DJJ commitments made after July 1, 2012.  Counties were not exactly happy with this “better deal” but acquiesced in it as “barely acceptable” in the context of the state’s total realignment budget.

Trailer bills include provisions to moderately reduce DJJ population and cost.

SB 1021, the Corrections Budget Trailer bill, includes several provisions designed to trim population and cost at the Division of Juvenile Justice.  These provisions are in lieu of the Governor’s earlier proposal to shutdown the entire DJJ operation. The new provisions are:
· The maximum age of DJJ jurisdiction is reduced from age 25 to age 23 for any ward committed after July 1, 2012.  As of June 30, 2012 there were 44 wards in DJJ institutions aged 23 or above, out of a total population of 922 on that date. The trailer bill did not conform or change the age 25 cap for juvenile court jurisdiction over DJJ wards.

· Time adds to parole consideration dates assigned at DJJ intake are completely eliminated. 
· The date for ending the state’s DJJ parole operation and jurisdiction was advanced from July 1, 2014 to January 1, 2013.

CalGRIP Gang Grants

CalGRIP grants to cities and CBOs support a range of gang outreach and gang crime reduction programs throughout the state. Strongly supported by both law enforcement and community crime prevention advocates, the CalGRIP grants were re-appropriated for a fifth straight year at a level of $ 9.2 million. These grants are currently administered by the new Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC).
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