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GOVERNOR SIGNS ON-TIME CALIFORNIA BUDGET

· Juvenile justice grant programs keep stable funding in local realignment accounts
· Budget adds funds to the Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction Grant program

· Gang violence prevention grants renewed at $9.2 million
On June 25, California Governor Jerry Brown signed the FY 2015-16 Budget Act sent to him by the Legislature. The new budget comes in at $ 115 billion in state General Fund spending, with significant increases for K-12 education, community colleges and the state university system.   These education spending increases, and other boosts in health and welfare programs, were adopted even as state revenues from capital gains and other taxes slowed from the pace of prior years.

The state’s primary funding streams supporting juvenile justice, probation and youth crime and violence prevention programs were maintained (for the most part) at prior year levels.   In 2011, as part of the state’s major realignment of $ 6 billion in state-operated programs to local government, these juvenile justice grants were merged into local public safety realignment accounts.  In November 2012, funds to support local public safety grants were reinforced and assured for future years by voter-approved tax increases (Proposition 30, the Governor’s heavily promoted fiscal rescue plan for California). 


The major youth justice grant programs merged into local realignment accounts are:

· The Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act (JJCPA).  Adopted in 2000, the JJCPA allocates state General Funds to local governments to support an array of youth crime prevention programs delivered through county probation departments and community-based service providers.  Since inception the JJCPA has distributed $ 1.5 billion in state funds to local service programs.
· The Youthful Offender Block Grant (YOBG).  This revenue stream was created in 2007 as a key component of California’s major juvenile justice realignment reform that moved non-violent juvenile offender out of state-run institutions (the Division of Juvenile Justice or “DJJ”) and into local custody and care.  YOBG grants support probation-based alternatives to incarceration in state facilities. Since inception, YOBG grants have furnished counties with approximately $1 billion in funds for local justice system alternatives to state custody.  An additional amount is paid by the state each year to counties based on the 2010 realignment of DJJ parole to local probation departments.
· The Juvenile Probation & Camp Fund (JPCF).  JCPF provides county probation departments with state funds supporting youth service programs and county probation camps and ranches. Funding has been steady over the last five years at a level of $180 million statewide, with approximately $30 million of this amount each year going to support probation-operated camps and ranches for delinquent wards.

Below is a table showing the budgeted amount for each of these grant programs for FY 2015-16 compared to FY 2014-15.

	Grant program
	FY 2014-15
	FY 2015-16

	Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act
	$107 million
	$107 million

	Youthful Offender Block Grant
	$114 million
	$130 million

	DJJ Parole Realignment payments
	$6 million
	$8 million

	Juvenile Probation Camp fund
	$181 million
	$181 million

	Total
	$408 million
	$426 million


Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction (MIOCR) grants

In 2014, funding was restored after a five year hiatus to the Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction Grant program.  This state program provides funds for in-custody and out-of-custody mental health services for adult and juvenile offenders. Grants are awarded on a competitive basis to counties by the Board of State and Community Corrections. Under the leadership of former Senate President Darrell Steinberg, MIOCR funding was reinstated at a level of $18 million statewide for FY 2014-15. Commonweal worked closely with Senate leaderships to define the terms under which the renewed MIOCR program would operate, including a requirement that half of the available funds must be allocated to juvenile justice mental health programs. This month, the BSCC Board will consider recommendations from a MIOCR Executive Steering Committee to award MIOCR grants to 17 counties having the highest-rated proposals.  For FY 2015-16, the Legislature and the Governor approved an augmentation of $ 1.7 million that will expand the number of counties receiving grant awards.

Gang crime prevention grants (CalGRIP) get $9.2 million for FY 2015-16.

The FY 2015-16 budget includes a renewed appropriation of $9.2 million statewide for the California Gang Reduction, Intervention and Prevention (CalGRIP) program. These grants are awarded by the Board of State and Community Corrections to city-based projects engaging law enforcement, probation and community-based agencies in a combined effort to reduce gang crime and violence. In the most recent grant award cycle (FY 2014-15), BSCC approved three-year grants to 20 cities throughout the state.  Funding for the second and third year of each project depends on annual legislative appropriations to the CalGRIP Program.  This year’s allocation of $9.2 million will provide funds for the continued operation of the CalGRIP projects for an additional year.

Proposition 47 fund allocations to juvenile justice programs-- TBD

In November 2014, California voters approved Proposition 47—reclassifying listed felony crimes as misdemeanors in order to reduce state prison commitments and liberate state corrections dollars for redeployment to local offender re-entry and recidivism reduction programs.  Beginning in FY 2016-17, the state Department of Finance will calculate the savings achieved by implementation of Proposition 47, and those identified savings will be deposited by the State Controller in a “Safe Neighborhoods and Schools” account for distribution to programs identified in the text of the initiative. Sixty-five percent of the Safe Neighborhoods and Schools fund must be distributed by the Board of State and Community Corrections under “….a grant program to public agencies aimed at supporting mental health treatment, substance abuse treatment, and diversion programs for people in the criminal justice system, with an emphasis on programs that reduce recidivism of people convicted of less serious crimes, such as those covered by this measure, and those who have substance abuse and mental health problems.”  This control language does not make it clear whether the BSCC share of Proposition 47 funds can support juvenile justice programs. 
Meanwhile, pending legislation would override the BSCC funding language in the initiative by spelling out in greater detail how the BSCC share of Proposition 47 dollars must be spent.  The most notable bill is AB 1056, authored by Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins (D. – San Diego). Her bill would direct BSCC to distribute the funds to a wide range of mental health, substance abuse, diversion and offender housing programs, with a strong emphasis on community-based agencies delivering those services. Under this measure, juvenile justice programs will be eligible and must be considered for funding.  In addition, the bill creates an Executive Steering Committee at BSCC with defined representation from a broad range of offender and community service providers.  At present (July 2014), AB 1056 as passed the Assembly and the Senate Public Safety Committee and will next be heard in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
